
MULTI-OBSERVATION AND RECORDING 
SYSTEM FOR ALL MOTOR VEHICLES 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application 
Serial No. 60/126,468, filed on March 26, 1999. 

Background of the Invention 

The present invention is directed toward a recording system for motor 
vehicles and more particularly, toward a system for recording the traffic conditions in 
front of the motor vehicle and for simultaneously recording the driver, odometer, and 
speedometer of the vehicle. 

Today more than ever, there is a need for a device to record a driver of a 
motor vehicle, the odometer, speedometer, time, date, and traffic conditions in front of 
the vehicle. This need arises out of the fact that more and more drivers behave poorly 
while driving and need to be held accountable for their actions on the road. That is, the 
actions of the driver may be needed to be observed and recorded in order to 
discourage road rage, speeding, kidnapping, reckless driving, carjacking, driving under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol, careless driving, etc. Presently, there is no known 
assembly or device which can provide this type of record. 




Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to record the exact time, date, 
speed, mileage of a motor vehicle, the driver of the vehicle, and the road conditions in 
front of the vehicle. 

In accordance with the illustrative embodiments demonstrating features 
and advantages of the present invention, there is provided a system which includes a 
housing having a video camera removably mounted to the dashboard of a motor 
vehicle. The camera records the road in front of the vehicle. The camera also includes 
three lenses where each lens is focused on a different view. That is, the first lens is 
focused on the driver, the second lens is focused on the odometer, and the third lens is 
focused on the speedometer. The system is wired into the vehicle so that when the 
vehicle is turned on the camera is activated. A recorder is located in the trunk of the 
vehicle in a fireproof housing. The recorder includes means for storing the images 
observed by the camera such as a cassette tape, disc, or chip. A key-lock prevents the 
unauthorized removal of the storing means. As video images are received from the 
camera, the date and time are superimposed on the recorded image by a time and date 
generator that is always running regardless of the operation of the vehicle. A button on 
the housing allows the driver to retrieve the last ten minutes of the tape. Another feature 
of the present invention is an output jack which allows authorized personnel, such as a 
police officer to retrieve the last fifteen minutes of the tape via a separate recording 
device held by the police officer. 




Other objects, features, and advantages of the invention will be readily 
apparent from the following detailed description of a preferred embodiment thereof 
taken in conjunction with the drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is shown in the 
accompanying drawings one form which is presently preferred; it being understood that 
the invention is not intended to be limited to the precise arrangements and 
instrumentalities shown. 

Figure 1 is a cut away, side view of the recording system of the present 
invention located within a motor vehicle; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of camera of the present invention 
installed on a dashboard of a vehicle; 

Figure 3 is an illustration of a police officer carrying a mini recorder of the 
present invention; 

Figure 4 is a front elevational view of the mini recorder of the present 
invention which is used by authorized personnel; and 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of the mini recorder of the present 
invention with a male output jack hookup and a clip used to attach the recorder to the 
belt of a person. 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like reference numerals 
have been used throughout the various figures to designate like elements, there is 
shown in Figure 1 a recording system constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention. 

The present invention essentially includes a housing 4 which is removably 
mounted to the dashboard of a motor vehicle 13, behind the steering wheel. The 
housing 4 may be mounted by a heavy duty adhesive to a mounting bracket where the 
bracket is secured to the vehicle. The housing 4 includes a camera 6 with three 
additional lenses 5, 7, and 8 all in one compact unit. The housing also has a button 14. 
The purpose of the button 14 will be discussed in greater detail below. Camera 6 
focuses on the view in front of the vehicle 13 and observes all that the driver sees. The 
first lens 5 focuses on the driver, the second lens 7 focuses on the speedometer, and 
the third lens 8 focuses on the speedometer. (See Figure 2.) 

A recording unit 3 is located within the trunk of the vehicle and is 
electrically attached via wiring 1 to the camera 6. (See Figure 1 .) The recording unit 3 
may be stored within a fireproof housing which is attached to the floor of the trunk via a 
bracket. A video cassette, disc, or chip may be the means for recording or storing the 
images observed. The recording unit 3 is a standard recorder that pulls in the cassette 
or disc and places it into position for recording or playing and has a standard set of 
controls of a video recorder including an eject button, a pause button, a rewind button, 
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and so on. A key-lock prevents unauthorized removal of the image storing means from 
the recording unit 3. The images taken from the camera 6 and the three lenses 5, 7, 
and 8 will be shown as one recorded image along with the time and date being 
superimposed on the recorded image via a time and date generator that is always 
running regardless of the operation of the vehicle. The time and date will appear in the 
upper right corner of the image. Also, the recording unit 3 has a separate disc, tape or 
chip for information to be saved and a button for saving the data. Button 14 may be 
used by the driver to retrieve the last ten minutes of recorded events. 

A female output jack 2 is located on the exterior of the vehicle 1 3 and is 
connected to the recording unit 3 via wiring 1. The jack 2 may be used by authorized 
personnel. The last fifteen minutes of recording may be retrieved. This output jack 2 
may be placed anywhere two inches over the driver's side door and between the front 
window and the rear end of the driver's door. The female output jack 2 is activated only 
when the vehicle is in operation, that is, it is dependent upon the electrical source of the 
vehicle 13. 

The present invention also includes a mini recorder 9. The mini recorder 
9 is worn by authorized personnel, such as a police officer. (See Figure 3.) The mini 
recorder 9 is used to retrieve the last fifteen minutes or more of recorded images and 
may be used by the police as needed. The mini recorder 9 is of standard design and 
has a male jack coupler 1 1 which is connected to the mini recorder 9 via wire 10. (See 
Figure 4.) The mini recorder 9 may be connected to the belt of a police office via 
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connector 12, thereby making the mini recorder 9 portable. (See Figure 5.) The plug 1 1 
can be plugged into the jack 3. 

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without 
departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof and accordingly, reference 
should be made to the appended claims rather than to the foregoing specification as 
indicating the scope of the invention. 
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